s Articles identified through database
searching

(n =13,073)

Additional records identified by screening of

references of the original articles

(n=0)

Records after duplicates removed with

Endnote

(n = 7,868)

v

First phase (title and abstract)

Included articles (n = 1,326)

Excluded articles (n = 6,542)

A4

/ Exclusion reasons: \

1. Not RAW 264.7 macrophages (4,607);

2. Not LPS induced RAW 264.7 macrophages
(91);

3. Not reporting “nitric oxide or nitrites” AND
“TNF-alpha or IL-1 beta or IL-6” (1,718);

4. Study design (120);

Qnavaliable (5). /

Second phase (Full text)

Excluded articles (n = 1,309)

5. Not english language (1); —

Exclusion reasons:
(In addition to the previously
mentioned criteria)

7.LPS concentration # 1 ug/mL (486);
8.LPS-exposure time # 12, 24 or/and 48 hours (175);

9. “NO or nitrites” and TNF-a and/or IL-1B and/or IL-6
measurements presented as gene or ratio of expression OR
other measurement (278);

10. NO or nitrites production <to 20 uM (101);

11. Studies that did not use a basal control group (5);
12. Not DMEM used as a cell culture medium (31);
13. Unavailable (9);

14. NO not measured by Griess method (7);

15. Not 5% CO2 (0);

16. Not 10% FBS supplementation (9);

17. Cells # ~105/mL (69);

18. NO and cytokines not measured in the same
experimental condition (26);

19. NO levels > 300uM (3).

Previously mentioned criteria and verified in
the second phase

1. Not RAW 264.7 macrophages (14);
2. Not LPS induced RAW 264.7 macrophages (24);

3. Not reporting “nitric oxide or nitrites” AND “TNF-alpha or
IL-1 beta or IL-6” (64);

4. Study design (5);
5. Not english language (1).

A4

n=17

Included articles in review and
meta-analysis




