Table 1: Included studies. 
	Author 
	Study design 
	Question 
	Outcomes  
	Results 

	Turner et al 1986 
	Double blind RCT  
	Penicillin + placebo vs penicillin + metronidazole 
	-Clinical findings 
-Laboratory findings 
-Microbial findings  
	No significant difference in clinical outcomes at day 10 
 

	Wiksten et al 2016 
	Double blind RCT  
	Penicillin +placebo vs Penicillin + metronidazole 
	-Recurrence rates 
-Throat related symptoms, fever, overall physical condition 
	No significant difference in recurrence rate or symptom duration  
 
Metronidazole associated with significant increase in nausea and diarrhoea (p=0.01)  

	Yilmaz et al 1998 
	RCT 
	Procaine-penicillin vs ampicillin-sulbactam  
	-Axillary temp 
-Throat pain 
-Eating and drinking as normal 
	No significant difference in any outcome measured  




Table 2: Table showing content of studies analysed. 
	Author 
	Study design 
	Setting 
	Antimicrobial comparison
	Surgical intervention 
	Numbers treated and Outcomes  
	Results 

	Tuner et al 1986 
	Double blind RCT  
	In-patient  
	2g (oral)  Phenoxymethyl penicillin & placebo BID for 10 days vs 2g (oral)  Phenoxymethyl penicillin & 0.8g (oral) metronidazole BID for 10 days
	Mucosal incision and daily drainage by debridation until no further pus was found.
	N= 20 patients assigned to each group. Total N= 40
 -Clinical findings 
-Laboratory findings 
-Microbial findings  
	No significant difference in clinical outcomes at day 10 
 

	Yilmaz et al 1998 
	RCT 
	Out-patient
	25,000 U kg-1day-1 Procaine-penicillin (IM) switch to oral penicillin (dose/frequency/formula not specified) for 10 days total duration vs 50mg kg-1day-1 Sulbactam-Ampicillin (IM) switch to oral Sulbactam-Ampicillin (dose/frequency/formula not specified) for 10 days total duration
	Peroral incision and drainage. Daily  outpatient follow-up with aspiration of the abscess cavity until no drainage was encountered.
	N= 21 patients assigned to each group. Total N= 42
-Axillary temp 
-Throat pain 
-Eating and drinking as normal 
	No significant difference in any outcome measured  

	Wiksten et al 2016 
	Double blind RCT  
	Out-patient  
	1000,000 IU (Oral) Penicillin (formula not specified) & placebo TID for 10 days vs 1000,000 IU (Oral) Penicillin (formula not specified) & Metronidazole 400mg TID for 7 days
	Incision and drainage at presentation
	N=100 patients assigned to each group. Total N=200
-Recurrence rates 
-Throat related symptoms, fever, overall physical condition 
	No significant difference in recurrence rate or symptom duration  
Metronidazole associated with significant increase in nausea and diarrhoea (p=0.01)  




Note 1000,000 IU = 625mg Phenoxymethyl Pen

Table 3: Table showing risk of bias in randomised trials.   
	Study 
	Randomisation process 
	Deviations from inteded outcomes 
	Missing outcome data 
	Measurement of the outcome 
	Selection of the reported result 
	Overall 

	Wiksten 
	Low 
	Low 
	Some concerns 
	Low 
	Low 
	Some concerns 

	Yilmaz 
	Some concerns 
	Some concerns 
	Low 
	Some concerns 
	Some concerns 
	Some concerns 

	Tuner 
	Some concerns 
	Low 
	Low 
	Low 
	Some concerns 
	Some concerns 





