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Table 1. Comparison of the main epidemiological variables in the pre-pandemic (01/Apr/2010-31/Mar/2015) and pandemic (01/Apr/2020-31/Dec/2021) periods
	Variables
	
	Pre-pandemic period (n=1024)
	Pandemic period (n=182)
	p

	Sex (n,%)
	Male
	545 (53.3%)
	94 (51.6%)
	0.685

	
	Female
	478 (46.7%)
	88 (48.4%)
	

	Age at admission in months (n,%)
	< 1 month
	208 (20.3%)
	37 (20.3%)
	0.070

	
	1-3 months
	525 (51.3%)
	82 (45.1%)
	

	
	> 3 months
	291 (28.4%)
	63 (34.6%) 
	

	Clinical severity scale (ABSS a) at admission (n,%) 
	Mild
	185 (31.8%)
	33 (27.7%)
	0.162

	
	Moderate
	363 (62.5%)
	78 (65.5%)
	

	
	Severe
	33 (5.7%)
	8 (6.7%)
	

	Gestational age in weeks (n,%)
	≤ 28+6
	13 (1.3%)
	3 (1.7%)
	0.847

	
	29+0 - 31+6
	18 (1.8%)
	5 (2.8%)
	

	
	32+0 - 34+6
	65 (6.3%)
	17 (9.4%)
	

	
	35+0 - 36+6
	93 (9.1%)
	8 (4.4%)
	

	
	≥ 37
	835 (81.5%)
	148 (81.8%)
	

	Underlying conditions (n,%)
	CHD
BPD
	31 (3.0%)
17 (1.7%)
	2 (1.1%)
2 (1.1%)
	0.216
0.754

	RSV positive (n,%)
	
	789 (77.1%)
	148 (81.8%)
	0.160

	Length of stay (days)
	Mode
	4
	3
	0.000

	
	Median (Q1-Q3)
	5 (3-7)
	4 (3-6)
	

	Adverse outcomes (n,%)
	LOS >5 days
PICU
Readmission
	436 (42.6%)
85 (8.3%)
21 (2.1%)
	55 (30.2%)
18 (9.9%)
1 (0.5%)
	0.002
0.480
0.157

	Bacterial infection 
(n, %)
	Pneumonia
UTI 
Bacteriaemia
Otitis media
	107 (10.7%)
29 (2.9%)
16 (1.6%)
1 (0.1%)
	12 (6.7%)
2 (1.1%)
3 (1.7%)
6 (3.4%)
	0.063
0.127
0.568
0.000


a Severity was classified as mild: 0-4 points, moderate 5-9 points, severe 10 points or more.
Abbreviations: ABSS, Acute Bronchiolitis Severity Scale; CHD, Congenital Heart Disease; BPD, Bronchopulmonary Dysplasia; RSV, Respiratory Syncytial Virus; LOS, Length of Stay; PICU, Paediatric Intensive Care Unit; Q1, First Quartile; Q3, Third Quartile; UTI, Urinary Tract Infection.
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  Table  1 .  Comparison of the main epidemiological variables in the pre - pandemic (01/Apr/2010 -
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  31/Mar/2015) and pandemic (01/Apr/2020 - 31/Dec/2021) periods  
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Variables   Pre - pandemic period  (n=1024)  Pandemic period  (n=182)  p  

Sex (n,%)  Male  545  (53.3%)  94 (51.6%)  0.685  

Female  478 (46.7%)  88 (48.4%)  

Age at admission in  months (n,%)  < 1 month  208 (20.3%)  37 (20.3%)  0.070  

1 - 3 months  525 (51.3%)  82 (45.1%)  

> 3 months  291 (28.4%)  63 (34.6%)   

Clinical severity scale  (ABSS  a ) at admission  (n,%)   Mild  185 (31.8%)  33 (27.7%)  0.162  

Moderate  363 (62.5%)  78 (65.5%)  

Severe  33 (5.7%)  8 (6.7%)  

Gestational age in  weeks (n,%)  =  28+6  13 (1.3%)  3 (1.7%)  0.847  

29+0  -   31+6  18 (1.8%)  5 (2.8%)  

32+0  -   34+6  65 (6.3%)  17 (9.4%)  

35+0  -   36+6  93 (9.1%)  8 (4.4%)  

=  37  835 (81.5%)  148 (81.8%)  

Underlying conditions  (n,%)  CHD   BPD  31 (3.0%)   17 (1.7%)  2 (1.1%)   2 (1.1%)  0.216   0.754  

RSV positive (n,%)   789 (77.1%)  148 (81.8%)  0.160  

Length of stay  (days)  Mode  4  3  0.000  

Median (Q1 - Q3)  5  ( 3 - 7)  4 (3 - 6)  

