Table 1 – Comparison of parameters before and during the COVID-19 pandemic

	Transfusion practice
	Pre COVID-19
	During COVID-19
	P value

	Mean blood unit usage (SD) per patient 
	34.9 (10.3) units
	35.6 (17.6) units
	0.900

	Mean Hb level (SD) (at Thalassemia Care Centre)
	8.1 (1.1) g/dL
	8.2 (0.8) g/dL
	0.666

	Mean Hb level (SD) (at Peripheral Units) 
	8.4 (0.8) g/dL
	8.5 (0.9) g/dL 
	0.770

	Number of clinic visits
	525
	494
	0.331

	Number of admissions per month 
	338
	268
	0.004

	Desferioxamine vial usage per month
	3426
	1699
	<0.001

	Deferasirox tablet usage per month
	18283
	15280
	<0.001



