Table 2. Characterization of patients’ subgroups
	Variable
	SDCA
	STRA
	 p

	N (%)
	11 (47.82%)
	12 (52.18%)
	

	Age (years), mean (SD)
	9.45 (3.07)
	9.17 (2.29)
	0.8

	Male gender
	5 (45.45%)
	6 (50%)
	0.83

	Low caregiver educational status (*)
	7 (63.63%)
	8 (66.67%)
	0.79

	No healthcare insurance
	6 (54.54%)
	7 (58.33%)
	0.85

	Low physical activity (**)
	7 (63.63%)
	8 (66.67%)
	0.88

	Low familiar month income (†)
	1 (9.09%)
	8 (66.67%)
	0.005 (‡)

	Exacerbation during the last 12 months (≥ 5/year)
	7 (63.63%)
	9 (75%)
	0.55

	Severe exacerbations during the last 12 months (≥ 2/year)
	3 (27.28%)
	4 (33.33%)
	0.75

	EW visits during the last 12 months (≥ 5/year)
	5 (45.45%)
	6 (50%)
	0.83

	Hospitalization in GW during the last 12 months (≥ 1/year)
	4 (36.36%)
	5 (41.67%)
	0.79

	Hospitalization in ICU during the last 12 months (≥ 1/year)
	3 (27.28%)
	3 (25%)
	0.90

	Systemic corticosteroids use during the last 12 months (≥ 5/year)
	7 (63.63%)
	7 (58.33%)
	0.90

	Near fatal asthma (≥ 1/year)
	6 (54.54%)
	4 (33.33%)
	0.30

	Basal ACT score ≤ 19
	6 (54.54%)
	10 (83.33%)
	0.13

	Basal PAQLQ score ≤ 3.4
	3 (27.28%)
	4 (33.33%)
	0.75

	Adherence to visit schedule
	10 (90.91%)
	11 (91.67%)
	0.95

	Hospitalization during follow-up
	0 (0%)
	1 (8.33%)
	0.33

	EW visits during follow-up
	1 (9.09%)
	8 (66.67%)
	0.005 (‡)

	Clinical improvement during follow-up
	10 (90.91%)
	10 (83.33%)
	0.59

	Rescue medication use during follow-up
	5 (45.45%)
	8 (66.67%)
	0.003 (‡)

	Allergic rhinitis
	5 (45.45%)
	8 (66.67%)
	0.30

	Obesity
	3 (27.28%)
	4 (33.33%)
	0.75

	IgE (U/L), mean (SD)
	481 (589)
	1052 (968)
	0.11

	Eosinophil count (cells/µL), mean (SD)
	601.27 (397)
	324.83 (273)
	0.06

	Positive skin test
	3 (27.28%)
	3 (25%)
	0.59

	FVC ≤ 79
	2 (18.18%)
	3 (25%)
	0.69

	FEV1 ≤ 79
	3 (27.28%)
	3 (25%)
	0.69

	MMEF
	2 (18.18%)
	2 (16.67%)
	0.92



All values are n (%), except when specified

[bookmark: _GoBack]SDCA: difficult-to-treat severe asthma; STRA: treatment-resistant severe asthma EW: emergency ward; FVC: forced vital capacity; GW: general ward; ICU: intensive care unit; MMEF: maximal mid-expiratory flow; PAQLQ: Asthma Quality of Life Questionnaire; SD: standard deviation; VEF1: forced expiratory volume in the 1st second; 
(*) incomplete elementary and/or preparatory school
(**) no more than twice a week
(†) less than 10,000 ARS
(‡) significant difference
