Table 1 – Main differences between the pediatric and adult airways
	
	CHILDREN
	ADULTS

	Nostril shape
Nasal cavities
	Circular 
Narrow, underdeveloped turbinate region
	Oval 
Wide 

	Oral cavity 
Tongue
	Almost completely occupied by the tongue
Tongue base is in strict connection with epiglottis
	Not completely occupied by the tongue
Tongue and epiglottis are not close

	Epiglottis 
                shape
                consistency
                position

Larynx 
              shape

             position
             narrowest point

Vocal cords 
                   shape
                   orientation
	
Omega
Floppier
45-degree angle from the pharyngeal wall


Cylindrical in the AP dimension and 
conical in the transverse dimension
C3-4 at birth 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Subglottic region 


Concave
Oblique
	
Flat
Stiff
20-degree angle from the pharyngeal wall


Cylindrical

C5-C6
Vocal cord level


Linear
Horizontal

	Trachea 
              shape
              consistency
              position
	
Short and narrow
Floppy
Angled posteriorly
	
Adult dimensions
Stiff
Vertical descent

	Number of alveoli
	20-70 million
	200-600 million

	Total Lung Capacity 
Tidal Volume
FRC
	250 mL at birth
6-8 mL/Kg (20 mL at birth)
30-80 mL at birth
	6000 mL
500 mL
3000 mL

	Chest wall section
Ribs orientation
	Circular
Horizontal
	Oval
Oblique


 

