Table 2 – Main factors predisposing infants to rapid oxygen desaturation and respiratory failure.  
	
· Greater upper and lower airway resistance (narrow spaces, pliable structures)
· Lack of collateral ventilation in the lungs
· Higher O2 consumption due to a higher metabolic rate
· Higher respiratory rate with a mostly stable tidal volume
· Immaturity of breathing control and cough reflex in infants (apnoea)
· Reduced efficiency of respiratory muscles 
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