Table 1. Summary of finding table: dexamethasone vs. betamethasone
	Outcome
	Direct evidence
	Indirect evidence
	NMA evidence
	Absolute effects for NMA estimate

	
	OR# 
(95%CrI)
	Certainty*
	OR#
(95%CrI)
	Certainty*
	OR# 
(95%CrI)
	Certainty
	Risk with control±
	Risk with beta±
	Difference
(95%CI)


	Chorioamnionitis
	0.695 
(0.451-1.055)
	⨁⨁⨁◯1
MODERATE
	2.321
(1.152-4.943)
	⨁⨁⨁◯1
MODERATE
	0.149 
(0.003-0.878)
	⨁⨁◯◯2
LOW
	59 per 1000
	82 per 1000
	23 fewer per 1000
(43 fewer or 5 more)

	Endometritis/puerperal sepsis
	-
	-
	2.043
(0.715-6.058)
	⨁⨁◯◯1,3
LOW
	2.043 
(0.715-6.058)
	⨁⨁◯◯1
LOW
	-
	-
	73 more per 1000
(22 fewer or 270 more)

	Neonatal death
	0.941 
(0.550-1.646)
	⨁⨁⨁◯1
MODERATE
	1.078 
(0.629-1.848)
	⨁◯◯◯1,4
VERY LOW
	1.053 
(0.619-1.836)
	⨁⨁⨁◯1
MODERATE
	270 per 1000
	32 per 1000
	2 more per 1000
(12 fewer or 25 more)

	Foetal death
	-
	-
	0.812 
(0.241-2.406)
	⨁⨁◯◯1,3
LOW
	0.812 
(0.241-2.406)
	⨁⨁◯◯1
LOW
	-
	-
	6 fewer per 1000
(24 fewer or 42 more)

	Respiratory distress Syndrome
	1.040 
(0.818-1.323)
	⨁⨁⨁◯1
MODERATE
	1.449 
(0.990-2.128)
	⨁◯◯◯1,4
VERY LOW
	1.377 
(0.959-2.114)
	⨁⨁⨁◯1
MODERATE
	326 per 1000
	260 per 1000
	66 more per 1000
(8 fewer or 166 more)

	Neurodevelopmental disability at 2 years old
	1.031
(0.799-1.329)
	⨁⨁⨁◯5
MODERATE
	-
	-
	-
	-
	295 per 1000
	289 per 1000
	6 more per 1000
(44 fewer or 62 more)

	Intraventricular haemorrhage
	0.706 
(0.297-1.581)
	⨁◯◯◯1,6
VERY LOW
	1.128 
(0.509-2.497)
	⨁⨁◯◯1,3
LOW
	1.036 
(0.555-1.783)
	⨁⨁◯◯7
LOW
	53 per 1000
	52 per 1000
	2 more per 1000
(22 fewer or 37 more)

	Mean birthweight (grams)
	MD +17.81 
(-62.98; 98.18)

	⨁⨁⨁⨁
HIGH
	MD -0.008 
(-0.072; 0.056)
	⨁⨁⨁⨁
HIGH
	MD +5.29
(-49.79, 58.97)
	⨁⨁⨁⨁
HIGH
	-
	-
	+ 5.29 gr.
(-49.79, or +58.97 gr.)	

	GRADE Working Group grades of evidence
High certainty: We are very confident that the true effect lies close to that of the estimate of the effect
Moderate certainty: We are moderately confident in the effect estimate: The true effect is likely to be close to the estimate of the effect, but there is a possibility that it is substantially different
Low certainty: Our confidence in the effect estimate is limited: The true effect may be substantially different from the estimate of the effect
Very low certainty: We have very little confidence in the effect estimate: The true effect is likely to be substantially different from the estimate of effect


The shadowed cells are more reliable estimations that were used to calculate the absolute differences presented in the last column.
# MD for mean birthweight 
* We present here the certainty of evidence considering imprecision, but we omitted this domain to directly assess imprecision for the NMA estimation.33
± Estimated from direct comparisons and if not available from most similar outcome (i.e. for endometritis we used the risks of chorioamnionitis)
CI: Confidence Interval, CrI: Credible Interval
1. Downgraded one level due to serious imprecision
2. Downgraded two levels, due to very serious incoherence 
3. The lowest certainty of evidence (MODERATE) come from the dexamethasone vs. control, hence the final indirect assessment in the absence of intransitivity was MODERATE
4. The lowest certainty of evidence (LOW) come from the dexamethasone vs. control, hence the final indirect assessment in the absence of intransitivity was LOW
5. Downgraded one levels, due to serious imprecision.
6. Downgraded two levels due to very serious methodological limitations (high risk of attrition bias)
7. Both direct and indirect evidence showed MODERATE certainty of evidence without considering imprecision and was downgraded one level due to serious imprecision for the NMA estimation
