Duplicates removed
(n=10)
Title and abstract screening
(n=377)
Studies uploaded onto Covidence from literature search 
(n=387)

Full text screening
(n=54)



Irrelevant studies excluded
(n=323)
Exclusion reasons
· Systematic review did not examine the safety, efficacy, or effectiveness of a method of labor induction







Full-text articles excluded
(n=6)
Exclusion reasons
· Systematic review did not examine an intervention (e.g., diagnostic or screening tool) (n=2)

· Systematic review did not investigate the induction of labor (n=4)




Studies included
(n=48)





Figure 1: Study Selection Flow Diagram
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Figure 2: AMSTAR Characteristics of Included Studies
A: The distribution of AMSTAR scores from the years 2000-2020, grouped into five-year intervals. Data represented as mean (SD). Mean AMSTAR score throughout the two decades is 6.75 (1.6). B: The Number (%) of Studies Adhering to the AMSTAR Criteria. The highest score was 9/11 (n=7), and the lowest score was 3/11 (n=1). Criteria: 1. Was an 'a priori' design provided? 2. Was there duplicate study selection and data extraction? 3. Was a comprehensive literature search performed? 4. Was the status of publication (i.e. grey literature) used as an inclusion criterion? 5. Was a list of studies (included and excluded) provided? 6. Were the characteristics of the included studies provided? 7. Was the scientific quality of the included studies assessed and documented? 8. Was the scientific quality of the included studies used appropriately in formulating conclusions? 9. Were the methods used to combine the findings of studies appropriate? 10. Was the likelihood of publication bias assessed? 11. Was the conflict of interest included?



[image: ][image: ][image: ]

Figure 3: Publication Factors Influencing Methodological Quality
 A: AMSTAR score vs the number of citations as retrieved by Google Scholar (p=0.0875, r=0.25; 95% CI, -0.04 to 0.50). B: AMSTAR score vs the impact factor of the journal the paper was published in (p=0.2959, r=-0.15; 95% CI, -0.42 to 0.14). C: AMSTAR score vs the year the paper was published (p=0.5827, r=0.08; 95% CI, -0.20 to 0.36). D: Differences in AMSTAR score for papers published in Cochrane or non-Cochrane journals (**p=0.01). E: Differences in AMSTAR score for papers funded by the government or non-government sources (p=0.34).



	Publication frequency based on journal

	

	Journal
	Number of publications

	Acta Obstetricia et Gynecologica Scandinavica
	1

	Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology
	1

	The American Journal of Perinatology
	1

	The BMJ
	1

	The Journal of Sexual Medicine
	1

	Ultrasound in Obstetrics & Gynecology
	1

	The Journal of Maternal-Fetal & Neonatal Medicine
	2

	American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
	4

	Cochrane Library
	36

	Publication frequency based on country

	

	Country of Corresponding Author
	Number of publications

	Denmark
	1

	Greece
	1

	Ireland
	1

	Italy
	1

	Netherlands
	1

	Spain
	1

	Canada
	2

	Japan
	2

	South Africa
	3

	Switzerland
	3

	Australia 
	6

	United States
	8

	England
	18

	Funding of studies

	

	Source of Funding
	Number of studies

	Philanthropic
	2

	None
	3

	Unreported
	12

	Institution
	15

	Government and Philanthropic or Institution
	16



Table 1: General Characteristics of Included Systematic Reviews
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