[bookmark: _GoBack]Table 1. Timeline of regional and institutional policy changes
	Houston, TX and United States issued guidelines and orders related to COVID-19 pandemic
	MD Anderson Cancer Center institutional policies
	Number of COVID-19 cases in Harris County 43

	3/5/2020 – First reported COVID-19 case in Harris County, Texas
3/14/2020- US Surgeon General advises stopping elective procedures and surgeries 38
	


3/18/2020 – Procedures and clinic visits that can be safely deferred are postponed until after May 11
	3/5/2020: 1 


3/18/2020: 10

	3/24/2020 – Harris county, “Stay Home-Work Safe Order” issued, through April 3rd 39
-- Texas Medical Board prohibits performing surgeries and medical procedures that are not immediately medically necessary, through April 21 40
	3/24/2020 – No visitor policy implement for all inpatients, with some exceptions
--First COVID-19 case at MDACC
3/26/2020 – Division of Surgery (DoS) Surgical Posting Review Committee instituted to assess and review all planned surgeries
	3/24/2020: 79




	
	3/27/2020 – Pre-operative COVID testing for asymptomatic patients undergoing high risk procedures (including surgery of upper aero digestive tract)
	3/27/2020: 229

	3/28/2020 – Travelers from NY, NJ, CT, New Orleans entering Texas undergo mandatory 14 day self-quarantine.  Expanded to CA, LA, WA, Atlanta, Chicago, Detroit & Miami the following day 41
	

3/30/2020 – No new patients accepted beyond 150 mile radius, and patients with recurrence restricted to 75 mile radius, through May 11
	

3/30/2020: 563 

	3/31/2020 – Harris County Stay home order extended to April 30
	
	

	
4/2/2020 – Texas issues state wide stay home order, except for essential services 42
	4/1/2020 – Patients from outside Texas to self-quarantine for 14 days ahead of all appointments 
	4/1/2020: 847 

	
	4/7/2020 – Pre-operative COVID testing for all patients undergoing surgery
	4/7/2020: 2146 



