
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1261 records identified 

through database searching 
5 additional records identified 

through other sources* 

686 records (5 unpublished) 

after duplicates removed 

136 records (5 unpublished) 

abstracts screened 

58 records excluded  

21 reviews 

15 FSE was not performed 

12 inadequate information 

10 not relevant 

78 records (5 unpublished) 

full-text articles assessed 47 studies excluded 

14 contain repetitive data 

10 selective FSE 

8 test results unavailable 

7 FSE was not performed 

4 less than 10 cases 

1 case report 

1 no positive case 

1 SLNB was not performed  

1 DPE was not performed  

31 studies (2 unpublished) 

included in qualitative 

synthesis 

31 studies (2 unpublished) 

included in quantitative 

synthesis (meta-analysis) 

555 records excluded for not 

relevant 

 


