	Table 4: Univariable meta-regression and subgroup analyses

	
	Studies included
	Patients included
	Total TP (%)
	Total FN (%)
	Total positive (%)
	Pooled sensitivity (95% CI)
	P–value

	FSE protocol
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Equatorial
	13
	1047
	118 (11.3%)
	89 (8.5%)
	207 (19.7%)
	0.59 (0.46–0.72)
	

	Latitudinal
	13
	650
	106 (16.3%)
	17 (2.8%)
	123 (18.9%)
	0.86 (0.79–0.91)
	<0.001

	DPE protocol
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Adequate
	12
	884
	119 (13.5%)
	74 (8.4%)
	193 (21.8%)
	0.70 (0.56–0.85)
	

	Inadequate
	14
	813
	105 (12.9%)
	32 (3.9%)
	137 (16.9%)
	0.81 (0.70–0.92)
	0.83

	Study design
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Prospective
	19
	969
	125 (12.9%)
	41 (4.2%)
	166 (17.1%)
	0.80 (0.70–0.90)
	

	Retrospective
	7
	728
	99 (13.6%)
	65 (8.9%)
	164 (22.5%)
	0.67 (0.48–0.85)
	0.93

	SLNB strategy*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yes
	16
	1245
	163 (13.1%)
	88 (7.1%)
	251 (20.2%)
	0.73 (0.61–0.86)
	

	No
	10
	452
	61 (13.5%)
	18 (4.0%)
	79 (17.5%)
	0.81 (0.68–0.95)
	0.73

	Sample size
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	< 60
	15
	486
	75 (15.4%)
	20 (4.1%)
	95 (19.5%)
	0.84 (0.73–0.95)
	

	≥ 60
	11
	1211
	149 (12.3%)
	86 (7.1%)
	235 (19.4%)
	0.68 (0.54–0.83)
	0.82

	Metastatic rate
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	< 20%
	16
	1134
	111 (9.8%)
	53 (4.7%)
	164 (14.5%)
	0.76 (0.63–0.89)
	

	≥ 20%
	10
	563
	113 (20.1%)
	53 (9.4%)
	166 (29.5%)
	0.77 (0.62–0.91)
	0.32

	TP=true positive. FN=false negative. FSE=frozen section examination. DPE=definitive pathological examination. SLNB=sentinel lymph node biopsy. 
*this indicates whether the surgical approach was affected by the result of frozen section examination of sentinel lymph nodes
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