	Table 1: Diagnostic data of included studies

	
	Patients
	SLN/LN metastasis
	TP
	FN
	Metastatic rate
	FSE protocol
	DPE protocol
	Sensitivity (95% CI)

	Rhim et al39
	26
	5/6
	5
	0
	23.1%
	Latitudinal
	Inadequate
	1.00 (0.48–1.00)

	Lambaudie et al40
	11
	2/2
	2
	0
	18.2%
	Undefined
	Inadequate
	1.00 (0.16–1.00)

	Marchiolè et al24
	29
	5/8
	2
	3
	27.6%
	Equatorial
	Inadequate
	0.40 (0.05–0.85)

	Sheng et al41
	19
	6/6
	6
	0
	31.6%
	Latitudinal
	Adequate
	1.00 (0.48–1.00)

	Pijpers et al42
	33
	11/12
	9
	2
	36.4%
	Latitudinal
	Adequate
	0.82 (0.48–0.98)

	Schwendinger et al43
	35
	9/9
	4
	5
	25.7%
	Undefined
	Undefined
	0.44 (0.14–0.79)
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	56
	11/14
	8
	3
	25.0%
	Undefined
	Inadequate
	0.73 (0.39–0.94)

	Kushner et al45
	20
	2/2
	2
	0
	10.0%
	Equatorial
	Inadequate
	1.00 (0.16–1.00)

	Lou et al46
	29
	8/9
	7
	1
	31.0%
	Equatorial
	Inadequate
	0.88 (0.47–1.00)

	Seong et al47
	51
	10/11
	10
	0
	21.6%
	Undefined
	Inadequate
	1.00 (0.69–1.00)

	Fader et al25
	35
	5/6
	2
	3
	17.1%
	Equatorial
	Inadequate
	0.40 (0.05–0.85)

	Pluta et al48
	60
	5/5
	3
	2
	8.3%
	Equatorial
	Adequate
	0.60 (0.15–0.95)

	Yamashita et al30
	22
	3/3
	3
	0
	13.6%
	Latitudinal
	Inadequate
	1.00 (0.29–1.00)

	Darlin et al35
	94
	17/18
	14
	3
	19.1%
	Latitudinal
	Inadequate
	0.82 (0.57–0.96)

	Gortzak-Uzan et al49
	81
	14/14
	11
	3
	17.3%
	Latitudinal
	Inadequate
	0.79 (0.49–0.95)

	Bats et al26
	97
	19/19
	4
	15
	19.6%
	Equatorial
	Adequate
	0.21 (0.06–0.46)

	Diaz et al27
	33
	9/10
	2
	7
	30.3%
	Equatorial
	Adequate
	0.22 (0.03–0.60)

	Du et al50
	52
	6/6
	6
	0
	11.5%
	Latitudinal
	Adequate
	1.00 (0.54–1.00)

	Roy et al28
	169
	24/24
	14
	10
	14.2%
	Equatorial
	Adequate
	0.58 (0.37–0.78)

	Niikura et al6
	35
	11/11
	8
	3
	31.4%
	Latitudinal
	Adequate
	0.73 (0.39–0.94)

	Slama et al29
	225
	73/73
	41
	32
	32.4%
	Equatorial
	Adequate
	0.56 (0.44–0.68)

	Klapdor et al31
	48
	15/15
	14
	1
	31.3%
	Latitudinal
	Adequate
	0.93 (0.68–1.00)

	Deng et al32
	45
	4/4
	4
	0
	8.9%
	Latitudinal
	Adequate
	1.00 (0.40–1.00)

	Póka et al51
	24
	4/4
	4
	0
	16.7%
	Equatorial
	Inadequate
	1.00 (0.40–1.00)

	Tanaka et al52
	119
	20/20
	14
	6
	16.8%
	Equatorial
	Inadequate
	0.70 (0.46–0.88)

	García et al53
	22
	1/2
	0
	1
	9.1%
	Undefined
	Undefined
	0.00 (0.00–0.98)

	Sonoda et al33
	37
	2/2
	2
	0
	5.4%
	Latitudinal
	Inadequate
	1.00 (0.16–1.00)

	Yahata et al15
	139
	22/22
	14
	8
	15.8%
	Equatorial
	Inadequate
	0.64 (0.41–0.83)

	Papadia et al34
	87
	24/25
	20
	4
	27.6%
	Latitudinal
	Inadequate
	0.83 (0.63–0.95)

	Tu et al (appendix)
	69
	11/11
	9
	2
	15.9%
	Equatorial
	Adequate
	0.82 (0.48–0.98)

	Liu et al (appendix)
	71
	6/6
	5
	1
	8.5%
	Latitudinal
	Inadequate
	0.83 (0.36–1.00)

	FSE=frozen section examination. DPE=definitive pathological examination. Patients=patients with at least one SLN detected and examined by FSE. SLN/LN metastasis=patients having SLN metastasis among all patients having LN metastasis. TP=true positive (number of patients whose SLN metastases were detected by FSE). FN=false negative (number of patients whose SLN metastases were missed by FSE). Sensitivity=TP/(TP+FN). CI=credible interval.


[bookmark: _GoBack]


