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On behalf of our co-authors, I am pleased to submit the manuscript entitled “LILRA3 is increased in patients with inflammatory bowel disease and functions as an anti-inflammatory modulator”,  which we wish to be considered for publication in Clinical and Experimental Immunology. We declare that this work described was original research that has not been published previously, nor was under active consideration for publication anywhere, in full or in part. We confirm that the study has been approved by the ethics committee of Zhongnan Hospital of Wuhan University. All the subjects enrolled in our study were given informed consent letters and all their information were preserved. 

This work was supported by grants from National Natural Science Foundation of China [grant number 81470823, 81800488]. We declare that no competing interests exist, and there is no financial conflict of interest to declare for any of the authors. 
Recent studies highlight an antiinflammatory role of LILRA3 in inflammation, and a homozygous 6.7 kb deletion of this gene was found in many autoimmune diseases. In this study, we hypothesize that the 6.7 kb deletion is associated with IBD development and further investigate the exact role of LILRA3 in innate immunity.
The main new findings of this manuscript are shown as follow:
No relevance was found between 6.7 kb deletion and IBD susceptibility. However, an increased LILRA3 was detected in IBD patients. LILRA3 protein is mainly expressed in macrophages in the Lamina propria.
LILRA3 downregulates IFN-γ, TNF-α and IL-6 secretion, shown an anti-inflammatory function.
LILRA3 can suppress migration and promote the phagocytosis capacity of monocytic cells and the mechanisms are elucidated.
LILRA3 regulates monocytic cells proliferation, most likely through PI3K/Akt and PI3K/MEK/Erk signaling pathways.
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