
Assessed for eligibility (n=712)

Allocated to Low Pressure 
(n=24)

Withdrawals post-surgery 
(n=2):
Withdrew from Angio/IVUS only 
(n=1), Withdrew from all follow 
up (n=1)

 
3-month follow-up:

NPSI data available (n=22)
3-month questionnaire data 

available (n=22)

12-month follow-up:
NPSI data available (n=19)

12-month questionnaire data 
available (n=20)

IVUS/angiogram completed 
(n=17)

Withdrawals (n=1):
Only arterial grafts harvested 
(n=1)

Withdrawals (n=0): Withdrawals (n=0): Withdrawal (n=0):

Allocated to Low 
Pressure (n=25)

Underwent surgery and 
included in analysis 
population (n=23)

Number of protocol deviations
 
 
 
 

Underwent surgery and 
included in analysis 
population (n=22)

Number of protocol deviations
 
 
 
 

Underwent surgery and 
included in analysis 
population (n=25)

Number of protocol deviations
 
 
 
 

Underwent surgery and 
included in analysis 
population (n=26)

 
 
 
 Withdrawals post-

surgery (n=0):

 

Withdrawals post-
surgery (n=0):

 

Withdrawals post-
surgery (n=0):

 

Randomised (n=97)

Allocated to Conventional 
Harvest (n=46)

 

Allocated to Pedicled Harvest 
(n=51)

 

Ineligible (n=415)1: Previous cardiac surgery (n=5), need for 
emergency CABG (n=3),  need for a valve replacement/repair or aortic 
procedure (n=8),  ejection fraction <30% (n=26), congestive cardiac 
failure  (n=5),  peripheral vascular disease affecting the leg(s) (n=41), 
pre-operative serum creatinine >104µmol/L (n=124),  allergy to 
iodinated contrast media (n=12),  unwillingness to participate in 
follow-up (n=185),  involved in other interventional study (n=5), not 
having one or more saphenous vein grafts(n=77), missing (n=16)

Allocated to High 
Pressure (n=26)

 Not approached (n=102): Logistical reasons (n=36), poor 
health/patient died (n=24), operation cancelled (n=17), not interested 
(n=11), offered another trial/trial ended (n=11), language difficulties 
(n=2), not recorded (n=1)

Did not consent (n=86): Not interested (n=60), wants standard care 
(n=9), not enough time to consider (n=7), no reason given (n=6), 
changed to surgeon not involved in trial (n=2), language difficulties 
(n=1), in another trial (n=1)
 

12-month follow-up:
NPSI data available (n=20)

12-month questionnaire data 
available (n=21)

IVUS/angiogram completed 
(n=21)

12-month follow-up:
NPSI data available (n=21)

12-month questionnaire data 
available (n=23)

IVUS/angiogram completed 
(n=19)

12-month follow-up:
NPSI data available (n=21)

12-month questionnaire data 
available (n=24)

IVUS/angiogram completed 
(n=19)

Withdrawals (n=3):
Withdrew from Angio/IVUS only 
(n=3)

Withdrawals (n=1):
Withdrew from Angio/IVUS only 
(n=1)

Withdrawals (n=5):
Withdrew from Angio/IVUS only 
(n=5)

Withdrawals (n=6):
Withdrew from Angio/IVUS 
only (n=5), Withdrew from all 
follow up (n=1)

Allocated to High 
Pressure (n=22)

Withdrawn post-consent but prior to randomisation (n=12): 
Operation rescheduled (n=5), No technician available (n=2), 
consultant not participating in harvest (n=2), clinician decision (n=2), 
patient withdrew consent (n=1)

3-month follow-up:
NPSI data available (n=20)

3-month questionnaire data 
available (n=21)

3-month follow-up:
NPSI data available (n=21)

3-month questionnaire data 
available (n=25)

3-month follow-up:
NPSI data available (n=19)

3-month questionnaire data 
available (n=21)

Figure 1 Flow of participants

Notes: 1Some patients may be ineligible for more than one reason
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